
BEFORE THE 
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS, AND GEOLOGISTS 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
In the Matter of the Accusation against:  ) 
       ) 
DONALD STUART VOORHEIS   ) Case No. 967-A 
17621 Rayen Street     ) 
Northridge, CA  91324    ) 
       ) 
  Land Surveyor License No. L 3447,   ) 
       ) 
   Respondent.   ) 
       ) 
 

DECISION 
 

 
 

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists as its Decision in the above-

entitled matter. 

 
This Decision shall become effective on       . 
 
 
IT IS SO ORDERED        . 

 
 
 
 
              
      BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, 
        LAND SURVEYORS, AND GEOLOGISTS 
      Department of Consumer Affairs 
      State of California 
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 1  
 Accusation 

 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
MARC D. GREENBAUM 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
SHAWN P. COOK 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 117851 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA  90013 
Telephone:  (213) 897-9954 
Facsimile:  (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 
 

 
BEFORE THE BOARD FOR  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS, AND GEOLOGISTS 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

DONALD STUART VOORHEIS 
17621 Rayen Street 
Northridge, CA 91324 
Land Surveyor License No. L 3447 

Respondent. 

Case No. 967-A 

 

A C C U S A T I O N 

 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Joanne Arnold (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her official capacity as 

the Interim Executive Officer of the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and

Geologists, Department of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about December 15, 1967, the Board for Professional Engineers, Land 

Surveyors, and Geologists issued Land Surveyor License Number L 3447 to Donald Stuart 

Voorheis (Respondent).  The Land Surveyor License was in full force and effect at all times 

relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on June 30, 2012, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board for Professional Engineers, Land 

Surveyors, and Geologists (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the  
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 2  
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following laws.  All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise 

indicated.   

4. Section 118, subdivision (b), of the Code provides that the suspension, expiration, 

surrender, or cancellation of a license shall not deprive the Board/Registrar/Director of 

jurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary action during the period within which the license may 

be renewed, restored, reissued or reinstated.  

5. Section 8780 of the Code states: 

 “The board may receive and investigate complaints against licensed land surveyors 

and registered civil engineers, and make findings thereon. 

 “By a majority vote, the board may reprove, suspend for a period not to exceed two 

years, or revoke the license or certificate of any licensed land surveyor or registered civil 

engineer, respectively, licensed under this chapter or registered under the provisions of Chapter 7 

(commencing with Section 6700), whom it finds to be guilty of: 

 “(d) Any violation of any provision of this chapter or of any other law relating to or 

involving the practice of land surveying. 

6. Section 8762 of the Code provides: 

 (a)  Except as provided in subdivision (b), after making a field survey in conformity 

with the practice of land surveying, the licensed surveyor or licensed civil engineer may file with 

the county surveyor in the county in which the field survey was made, a record of the survey.  

 (b)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), after making a field survey in conformity with 

the practice of land surveying, the licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer shall file with 

the county surveyor in the county in which the field survey was made a record of the survey 

relating to land boundaries or property lines, if the field survey discloses any of the following:  

 (1) Material evidence or physical change, which in whole or in part does not appear 

on any subdivision map, official map, or record of survey previously recorded or properly filed in 

the office of the county recorder or county surveying department, or map or survey record 

maintained by the Bureau of Land Management of the United States.  
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 (2) A material discrepancy with the information contained in any subdivision map, 

official map, or record of survey previously recorded or filed in the office of the county recorder 

or the county surveying department, or any map or survey record maintained by the Bureau of 

Land Management of the United States. For purposes of this subdivision, a "material 

discrepancy" is limited to a material discrepancy in the position of points or lines, or in 

dimensions.  

 (3) Evidence that, by reasonable analysis, might result in materially alternate 

positions of lines or points, shown on any subdivision map, official map, or record of survey 

previously recorded or filed in the office of the county recorder or the county surveying 

department, or any map or survey record maintained by the Bureau of Land Management of the 

United States.  

 (4) The establishment of one or more points or lines not shown on any subdivision 

map, official map, or record of survey, the positions of which are not ascertainable from an 

inspection of the subdivision map, official map, or record of survey.  

 (5) The points or lines set during the performance of a field survey of any parcel 

described in any deed or other instrument of title recorded in the county recorder's office are not 

shown on any subdivision map, official map, or record of survey.  

 (c) The record of survey required to be filed pursuant to this section shall be filed 

within 90 days after the setting of boundary monuments during the performance of a field survey 

or within 90 days after completion of a field survey, whichever occurs first.  

 (d) (1) If the 90-day time limit contained in subdivision (c) cannot be complied with 

for reasons beyond the control of the licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer, the 90-day 

time period shall be extended until the time at which the reasons for delay are eliminated. If the 

licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer cannot comply with the 90-day time limit, he or 

she shall,  prior to the expiration of the 90-day time limit, provide the county surveyor with a 

letter stating that he or she is unable to comply. The letter shall provide an estimate of the date for 

completion of the record of survey, the reasons for the delay, and a general statement as to the 

location of the survey, including the assessor's parcel number or numbers.  
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 (2) The licensed land surveyor or licensed civil engineer shall not initially be required 

to provide specific details of the survey. However, if other surveys at the same location are 

performed by others which may affect or be affected by the survey, the licensed land surveyor or 

licensed civil engineer shall then provide information requested by the county surveyor without 

unreasonable delay.  

 (e) Any record of survey filed with the county surveyor shall, after being examined 

by him or her, be filed with the county recorder.  

 (f) If the preparer of the record of survey provides a postage-paid, self-addressed 

envelope or postcard with the filing of the record of survey, the county recorder shall return the 

postage-paid, self-addressed envelope or postcard to the preparer of the record of survey with the 

filing data within 10 days of final filing. For the purposes of this subdivision, "filing data" 

includes the date, the book or volume, and the page at which the record of survey is filed with the 

county recorder.  

7. California Code of Regulations, Title 16, section 473.3, subd. (b) provides that failure 

of the cited person to abate the violation of a citation, or to pay the fine within the time allowed is 

grounds for suspension or revocation of the cited person's license. 

COST RECOVERY/RESTITUTION 

8. Code section 125.3 provides that the Board may request the administrative law judge 

to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of the licensing act to pay a 

sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of the case. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Failure to Abate Citation Violation) 

9. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 8780 subd. (d) of the Code 

in conjunction with California Code of Regulations, Title 16, section 473.3 subd. (b), in that he 

failed to abate the violations of a prior citation.  The circumstances are as follows: 

10. On January 31, 2002, the Board issued Citation Order 5101-L to Respondent.   On 

May 26, 2005, following an informal conference held on March 30, 2005, Modified Citation 
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Order 5101-L was issued to Respondent.  The Modified Citation Order ("Order") became final 

and non-appealable on June 25, 2005.   

11. The Order mandated that Respondent comply with section 8762.   Respondent was 

specifically ordered to comply with section 8762, subd. (d) by sending a written notification to 

the County Surveyor's Office confirming that the filing of a record of survey for property 

identified as APN 2821-026--006 and APN 2821-026-057 would be delayed pending resolution 

of litigation revolving around a dispute involving the property.  Respondent was also ordered to 

complete the recording of the record of survey. 

12. By letter dated April 19, 2006, an enforcement analyst for the Board informed 

Respondent that confirmation that he had complied with the Order had not been received and 

requested that Respondent confirm the status of the abatement of the Order by May 5, 2006.  

Respondent was further notified that failure to comply with the Order would result in action being 

taken against his license. Respondent failed to reply to the inquiry. 

13. By communication on or about September 10, 2009, an enforcement analyst for the 

Board wrote to the Survey Supervisor for the LA County Dept. of Public Works and requested 

information concerning the record of survey for parcels APN 2821-026--006 and APN 2821-026-

057.   The Survey Supervisor replied that the record of survey had been returned to Respondent 

on June 5, 2008, but that Respondent had failed to re-submit the survey for recordation. 

14. By communication on or about August 31, 2010, an enforcement analyst for the 

Board wrote to the Survey Supervisor for the LA County Dept. of Public Works and requested the 

status of Respondent's re-submittal of the record of survey for the parcels identified as APN 

2821-026--006 and APN 2821-026-057.   The Survey Supervisor replied that Respondent had not 

resubmitted the record of survey for the parcels since the survey had been returned to him on June 

5, 2008 for corrections. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and 

Geologists issue a decision: 
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1. Revoking or suspending Land Surveyor License Number L 3447, issued to Donald 

Stuart Voorheis; 

2. Ordering Donald Stuart Voorheis to pay the Board for Professional Engineers, Land 

Surveyors, and Geologists the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, 

pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

 
DATED:  _________________________  
 JOANNE ARNOLD 

Interim Executive Officer 
Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors,
  and Geologists 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant  
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